
Dear Kindergarten families:
Welcome to Seattle Public Schools! This letter is to inform you about full-day kindergarten program payment options for the 2011-12 school year.
Seattle Public Schools offers full-day kindergarten program, which provides young learners the time they need to engage in learning and build the social and academic skills they need to support learning throughout their education. However, Washington state only provides school districts with enough funding to pay for half day kindergarten. To make full-day kindergarten program available at all Seattle Schools, the district must recover the costs for the non-funded portion of the kindergarten day by charging families a fee.
Fees for full-day kindergarten program
Seattle Public Schools now offers convenient automatic monthly payments direct from your bank account. We are asking all families to sign up for this program.  Please complete the bank authorization form before August 1, 2011, and return in the enclosed, stamped envelope.  If you have questions, or need a different method of payment, please contact the Accounting Department (206-252-0275 or email FullDayK@SeattleSchools.org.)
The fee for full-day kindergarten program for the 2011-12 school year is $2,370. This can be paid in 10 monthly installments of $237 a month. Payments are due monthly by the 1st of each month from Sept. 1 through June 1, 2012. Families can also pay the entire amount in advance.
The kindergarten program fee is waived for:
· All students at schools fully funded by state and federal funds, where 55% or more of the students are eligible for Free/Reduced priced meals (FRL). 
· Students who have applied and approved by Nutrition Services for Free/Reduced priced meals. Applicants must sign a consent form to share eligibility information with Accounting Department to attend full-day kindergarten program at no charge, effective from the month of approved eligibility. To make sure your account accurately reflects appropriate charges it is very important to send in your FRL application in a timely manner.  This form can be found online at http://www.seattleschools.org.  
· Special education students whose Individualized Education Program (IEP) minutes are greater than a half day. 
· Students who are required by the district to repeat the kindergarten year. 
Unfortunately, the district cannot offer scholarships, and no fee discount or waiver is provided unless a student meets the above specific requirements.  Students participating in a language immersion program must attend full-day kindergarten program, and accept the full day kindergarten program fees. 
No fee discount or waiver is allowed for Special education students whose IEP minutes are less than half day, Bilingual Education students, twins and multiples, Language Immersion, and Montessori kindergarten students.  
Enrollment is on a full school year basis. Fees are not adjusted for partial month except for a permanent change in enrollment status, such as entering late, or leaving the district before the end of school year or opting for half day program.  Please inform the Accounting Department when you opt out of full-day kindergarten program to stop the fee charges in a timely. 
Half-Day Kindergarten 
Students can opt to enroll for half-day program participation, which is free of charge. Most schools can accommodate kindergarten students who choose to attend for half of the program day. Please talk with the principal if you are interested in half-day participation only. If you decide to participate only in half-day kindergarten please also notify, in writing, SPS District Accounting Department at FullDayK@SeattleSchools.org or SPS, Attn: Full Day Kindergarten, MS 33-343, PO BOX 34165, Seattle, WA  98124-1165. 
Quarterly statements with student’s account balance will be sent to families. Please note that any student account balance with fees overdue by 90 days, the entire account balance will be sent to Professional Collection Services. 
For Frequently Asked Questions on full-day kindergarten, please see our website http://www.seattleschools.org.  
Thank you for enrolling your student in Seattle Public Schools. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, September 7!
Sincerely, 
Duggan Harman, Executive Director of Finance and Audit
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